U of Iowa CBE Mentoring-- Questions for Mentees
Written By Tom Marriott
Note: Prior to initial phone or face-to-face contact, mentors and mentees should exchange bio info via e-mail. Below is a breakdown of questions to ask based on the mentee’s semester in the program. 
First contact— Sophomore year
1. Review bio info to” break the ice”
2. Explain the purpose of the mentoring program-  i.e. mentor to provide mentee guidance/advice on how to get through the challenging ChE curriculum and prepare for the real world from someone that has successfully completed a ChE degree and has industry/real world experience; this guidance/advice to complement what they are getting from U of I resources--professors/advisors/placement/etc. 

3. Why did you select CBE as a major? What do you know about what CBEs do in the real world? Discuss the diversity of opportunities for a person with a CBE degree.
4. Any family/friends/etc working in CBE industries? What/where? 
5. What EFA [elective focus area] did you select and why?

6. How are you doing with your academics to date? Taking any CBE courses yet?
7. Are you involved in any U of I activities in addition to your studies? What--- and if so, how are you managing your time?

8. What do you know about what kind of opportunities there are in industry for CBEs?

9. How is your relationship with your advisor and professors? Are you aware of placement office advisors?

10. Are you considering a co-op or internship in industry? Why or why not? Discuss the positives of getting real industry experience.

11. What are you work plans for the next summer?

12. Solicit any questions from mentee.

Junior Year-Fall Semester 
1. How was your summer? What work did you do over summer? 
2. Now getting into core CBE courses?  Academics OK?? 
3. Involved in any other U of I activities? Any time management issues?

4. Still comfortable with EFA? 
5. Are you considering how to get some CBE industry experience—co-op, internship, etc.
6. Can I help you with your resume?
7. Are you considering going on to PhD? Getting into academia or research?

8. Help from U of I professors and advisors OK?
9. Any questions from mentee.

Junior-Spring semester

1. Academics OK? EFA OK?
2. Planning to participate in U of I job fair?

3. Have you established any relationships in U of I placement office?

4. Are you understanding better what you might really be doing working in your EFA in the real world?

5. Resume up to date?

6. What are you considering doing in upcoming summer?

7. Any questions from mentee.

Senior-Fall Semester

1. What work done this past summer?

2. Academics OK?  EFA ok?

3. Have you started job search or, if going on to grad school, university search? 
4. Resume need review?

5. Any questions from mentee.

Senior –Spring Semester

1. Academics OK?

2. Contacting companies/universities as appropriate? Any interviews? How are they going?
3. Getting placement help from U of I resources? From on-line searching? Job fair?
4. Any job offers to consider? Can I help with choice? Be a reference for you?
5. If grad school is your goal, any acceptances? Help with choice? Planned area of research?
6.  How may I help you after graduation?
7. Any questions from mentee.

